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was a great thing. I v o t e d  for that. I s u p p o r t e d  that. But 
then, all of a sudden, we d o n ' t  h ave any m o r e  m o n e y  so we have 
to take that away. T h e y  are still there. T h e y  are still 
operating. The ta x  d o llars are still p a y i n g  for those
institutions. The only th i n g  is they m o v e d  it b a c k  t o . ..to 
their pro p e r t y  tax. I r emember a couple of y e a r s . . . t w o  years ago 
I int ro duce d a bill in E d u c a t i o n  Commi t t e e  to h a v e  countywide
school districts, so w e ' d  h ave had 93 school d i s t r i c t s  in the
state rather t han ho w  m a n y  we h ave now, I d o n ' t  know, hundreds. 
Well, I tell you what. I d u c k e d  from one h all to the other for 
about two wee ks after I i n t r o d u c e d  that b ill b e c a u s e  every 
school bo a r d  p r e s i d e n t  and school s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  in the state 
was either e-mai l i n g  me or c h a s i n g  me down th e  halls saying what 
in the w o r l d  are you tryi n g  to do to e d u c a t i o n  in this state? 
It r eminded me of it when S e n ator S c himek was t a l king about 
maybe m e r g i n g  some county gove r n m e n t s  together. I don't know 
why that w ouldn't work but you p r o b a b l y . . .the cost of that would 
p ro b a b l y  keep going u p  too. That's the w ay things are. And do 
we really w ant a f u l l -blown reduc t i o n  in all our revenues in 
this state? Do we w a n t . . .do we want to sacri f i c e  things that 
we. , .

S P E AKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR JANSSEN: ...we r e a l l y  enjoy? I guess that's up to us
and we're all a c c ountable to 30 some t h o u s a n d  people. And I
belie ve that p r o b a b l y  the number one, the num b e r  one taxation, 
that I hear anyway, is the p r o p e r t y  taxes and ho w  m u c h  it costs 
a young family to send their kids to school. T h o s e  are the two 
things; p r o p e r t y  taxes and schools. A nd w h a t  are they? One 
helps the other and, h o p e f u l l y ,...yo u  know, I did n ' t  get much of 
an education and that was p r o b a b l y  my own fault bu t  I certainly 
seen to that m y  c hildren got all the e d u c a t i o n  t h e y  want e d  and, 
hopefully, my grandchildren, too, will be able t o . ..

SPEAKER K R I S T E N S E N : T i m e .

SENATOR JANSSEN: ...to w i t ness that, but I..I d o n ' t  want it to
be prima r i l y  on the backs o f . ..of counties or local governments 
and I want the state to h e l p  as m u c h  as t hey  can. Thank you.


